The basic piece of equipment for this procedure is a round plastic scalp massager obtainable at drug stores and other stores which handle toiletries. The massager has a diameter of approximately 2.5 inches with teeth approximately 0.5 inch in length. It is essential, however, to choose one which has the teeth terminating in one plane as the tips of all teeth must touch the flat surface of the solidified medium. As some of these massagers have 90 to 100 or more teeth, it is possible to obtain re sults, by inoculating 510 plates, which are easily con verted into percentages.
The procedure is as follows: Airdried soil is crushed and then sieved through a small piece of sterilized 60 mesh sieve into a sterile flat bottomed container such as •a petri plate. Sufficient soil to cover thinly the bottom of the plate is required. The massager is first placed, con tact points down, in a bottom half of a petri plate con taining a sterilizing solution 3 and then rinsed through 3 changes of sterile distilled water. It is sharply tapped on the surface of sterile absorbent paper toweling to remove the excess water. The tips of the teeth are then brought into contact with the soil dust which has been somewhat evenly distributed over the bottom of the petri plate and again sharply tapped on the toweling to dislodge much of the adhering soil. The tips of the teeth are now brought into contact with the surface of any chosen solidified medium. The procedure is repeated, except for the sterilization and rinsing, until the desired number of plates have been inoculated from the same sample. Suf ficient moisture will adhere to the tips of the teeth from contact with the agar to pick up more soil from the sample. If three of these massagers are obtained, two can be in the sterlizing solution while one is being used.
Comparisons between the impression plate method and isolation plates prepared from soil dilutions were made. A wider range of fungi was obtained by the use of the impression plate method. Ten plates from 6 different soils and coal strip mine spoils were prepared by each procedure. With both methods and from both soil and spoil samples, such genera as Penicillium, Aspergittus, Cunninghamella, Ehizopus, Mucor, Zygorhyncus, Gliocladium, and Trichoderma were obtained. By the use of the impressionplate method, Stilbella, Sporobolomyces, and Hormodendron also were obtained from the soil samples, and Pestolotia, Stysanus, Stachybotrys, Epicoccum, Sordaria, and Stilbella were obtained from the spoil samples.
The advantages of this procedure are its simplicity and speed, and that more than one medium can be in oculated from the same soil sample with the massager without resterilization. 
